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About the Three Holy Days
The Three Holy Days are three days of worship which flow together to form one service. Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday are the days on which Christians commemorate the 
great acts of love through which Jesus Christ redeemed the world. It is during these three days that 
the most important teachings of the Bible are enacted and fulfilled. The Lord’s Supper is instituted, 
sins are paid for, baptism gets is power, and death is defeated. Nothing is greater than the events 
we celebrate in these three services.

First, there’s Maundy Thursday. The name comes from an old Latin 
word that means, “command.” On Maundy Thursday Jesus gave his 
last will and testament to his disciples: a command to love one 
another and the institution of the Lord’s Supper. On that Thursday, 
Jesus woke up, took a deep breath, and began the closing chapter 
of his ministry to rescue humankind.

Maundy Thursday worship flows into Good Friday. At the end of the service the altar will be 
solemnly stripped as a token of Jesus’ abandonment by his disciples as he was betrayed by Judas 
into the hands of men. This action sets the stage for the second of the three days: Good Friday.

By outward appearances, nothing “good” happened on Good Friday. An innocent man was tried in 
an illegal, kangaroo court and finally put to death after cruel mockery and brutal beatings. And yet, 
in those painful acts, Christ suffered the punishment for our sins. Less than 24 hours after giving the 
command to love, he showed love by giving the ultimate sacrifice for us: his own life.

Good Friday worship flows into Holy Saturday. At the end of the Good Friday service we will not 
see the final candle extinguished. Instead, it will be carried out of the church, symbolic of the 
Savior’s soul going to the Father’s side, his work complete, our sins forgiven. A loud sound, 
symbolic of the rending of Christ’s tomb will kindle the hope of Easter joy, even as we leave the 
church in silent reverence, ready to return on Holy Saturday for the Great Vigil of Easter.

The third of the three days is Holy Saturday. This treasure is very, very old, but is new to us at St. 
Stephen Lutheran. More and more Christian congregations are 
finding the beauty and solemn joy in the Great Vigil of Easter. The 
experience of a vigil is rare. In fact, if you’ve never been to an Easter 
vigil before, you are encouraged to give ours a try. You may be very 
surprised at how much you enjoy it.

God’s blessings as you worship your Savior on these three days.
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 Nothing is greater than the events we 
celebrate in these three services.
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The Final Battle
The Fullness of Love
Maundy Thursday
April 17, 2014 at 6:30pm

The theme of Maundy Thursday, best expressed by tonight’s 
Gospel from John, is the novum mandatum or “new command” 
of Jesus that his disciples “love one another.” The institution of 
the Lord’s Supper sets forth the depth of Jesus’ love and gives 
power to the Church to live out his command. For the Triduum, 
Maundy Thursday marks the end of Lent proper. The service 
begins with the sermon and an exhortation regarding the end 
of Lent. This unusual arrangement allows the minister to 
explain the meaning of the Sacrament and the liturgical actions 
that are to take place so that they may proceed uninterruptedly 
and vividly from this evening through Good Friday to the 
Easter Vigil. The action of ceremonially stripping the altar 
prepares the chancel and the congregation for Good Friday.





OPENING HYMN
Not All the Blood of Beasts 128 RED HYMNAL

SERMON
John 13:1–15, 34

INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT

The minister speaks the instruction for the end of Lent. These words mirror the instruction 
spoken at the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

m Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.

Please stand.

C Almighty God, merciful Father, 
I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart. 
In what I have done and left undone, 
I have pursued my ways instead of your ways. 
I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself. 
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
I am truly sorry for my sins.
I repent of them.
I beg for your mercy, O Lord.

Silence for meditation.

m Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.

C Cleanse me from my sins.
Release me from my guilt.
Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.

m The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his sake, 
God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen
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The service begins with 
the sermon and an 

exhortation regarding the  
end of Lent. This unusual 

arrangement allows the 
minister to explain the 

meaning of the 
Sacrament and the 

liturgical actions that are 
to take place so that they 

may proceed 
uninterruptedly and 

vividly from this evening 
through Good Friday to 

the Easter Vigil.



EXHORTATION

m Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God and has promised us the 
power to forgive and love each other. Relying on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with 
one another, and extend to each other the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The congregation extends the peace of Christ by turning to each other and saying:

C  Peace be with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

m Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true body and 
blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant us so firmly to 
believe your words and promise that we may always partake of this Sacrament to our 
eternal good, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.

Be seated.

Service of the Word

FIRST LESSON
Exodus 12:1–14

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for you the first month, the first 
month of your year. Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each 
man is to take a lamb for his family, one for each household. If any household is too small for a 
whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the 
number of people there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with 
what each person will eat. The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you 
may take them from the sheep or the goats. Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the 
month, when all the members of the community of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then they 
are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses 
where they eat the lambs. That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with 
bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it 
over a fire—with the head, legs and internal organs. Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is left 
till morning, you must burn it. This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, 
your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover. “On 
that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and 
animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. The blood will be a sign 
for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive 
plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the 
generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance.
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The Passover proclaimed 
God’s great act of love 
and deliverance: the 
exodus from Egypt.

“Greet one another... 
Peace to all of you who 
are in Christ.”
1 Peter 5:14”



PSALM OF THE DAY
Psalm 116

The congregation sings the psalm in unison.
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SECOND LESSON
1 Corinthians 11:23–28

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 
betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which 
is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty 
of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. Everyone ought to examine themselves before 
they eat of the bread and drink from the cup.
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Psalm 116 is psalm 
thanking God for 

dramatic deliverance 
from death. References to 

the “cup of salvation” 
have made this psalm a 

natural choice for 
Christians as they 

celebrate the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper.

Holy Communion 
proclaims God's greatest 

act of love and 
deliverance: Christ's 

death on the cross.



LENTEN ACCLAMATION
1 Corinthians 11:26

The cantor sings the acclamation once to introduce the melody. The congregation repeats the 
acclamation and sings it again after the verse

 

The cantor sings:

 As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.

The congregation repeats the acclamation.

GOSPEL
John 13:1–15, 34

Please stand.

It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 
end. The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of 
Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and 
that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his 
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. He 
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus replied, “You 
do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” “No,” said Peter, “you shall never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” “Then, Lord,” Simon 
Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” Jesus answered, “Those who 
have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though 
not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not 
every one was clean. When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned 
to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ 
and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you. “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another.

Be seated.
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Jesus demonstrates love 
then commands love.

The acclamation, “Return 
to the Lord...” has been on 
our lips for all of Lent. 
Tonight we bring Lent to 
its powerful conclusion, 
“proclaiming the Lord’s 
death until he comes.”



HYMN OF THE DAY
Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 313 RED HYMNAL

OFFERING

Please take a moment to sign the friendship register when it comes your way.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
for Maundy Thursday

Please stand.

m Father in heaven, just as your Son lifted his eyes toward you on the night of his passion, we 
confidently approach you in his name as this day draws to a close.

C I lift my eyes to the hills. My help comes from the Lord.

m As Priest and Passover Lamb, he prayed that his sacrifices, soon offered on the cross, would 
be acceptable to you and would result in his glory and our salvation. We give you praise 
that, having finished the work you gave him to do, you answered his prayer.

C At the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.

m As ascending Advocate, he prayed for the disciples who believed his word and remained 
in the world. Preserve your saints here and in every place who bear your name through 
baptism. Though they are still in the world, keep them from becoming of the world and 
protect them from its hatred.

C Sanctify them by the truth, your word is truth.

m Bless the instruction of the young. As you used the Passover celebration to teach Israel’s 
youth, bless our frequent celebration of Holy Communion as opportunity and incentive to 
teach our children that they may soon share in it with us.

C Whenever we eat the bread and drink the cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
he comes.

m Finally, as Mediator for mankind, he prayed for those elect who were yet to be gathered. 
May the unity created by your Word and expressed in your Sacrament serve as clear 
evidence to the world that Christ is in us just as you are in him. Keep us from divisive error, 
needless disputes, and calloused indifference.

C Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one 
loaf.

m Use the apostolic gospel wherever it is preached to create and sustain faith. Just as Jesus 
now sits in glory, bring us and the full number of your chosen ones to the place where he 
has gone, which even now he makes ready for us.

C Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

m As he interceded for us then, we are confident that he intercedes for us now. We ask these 
things in his name.

C Amen.
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Psalm 121:1

Philippians 2:10

John 17:17

1 Corinthians 11:26

1 Corinthians 10:17

Philippians 3:20



Service of the Sacrament
St. Stephen Lutheran practices close communion. We ask, therefore, that only members of this 
congregation and fellowship partake of the Lord’s Supper.

m The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

m Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 

m Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C It is good and right so to do. 

m It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the 
devil, who overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Sanctus
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In the presence of the 
Lord exalted in glory, 
angels sing, “Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord God 
Almighty.” (Isaiah 6:4). 
The Church sings the 
same song in preparation 
for Holy Communion, 
firmly confessing the 
Lord’s presence in the 
Sacrament.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

m Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this 
is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

m The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
Agnus Dei

Be seated.
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As he speaks the Words of 
Institution, the minister 

both proclaims the words 
of Jesus to the 

congregation and sets 
apart the bread and wine 

for the Lord’s use. The 
sign of the cross reminds 

us of Christ’s death.

When John the Baptist 
saw Jesus he said, “Look, 

the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the 

world” (John 1:29).
When we see Jesus 

in the Sacrament,
we proclaim 

the same gospel.



DISTRIBUTION

Please follow the directions of the ushers to commune.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 309 RED HYMNAL

The congregation sings the hymn in unison as the Lord’s Supper is distributed.

SONG OF SIMEON
Nunc Dimittis

Please stand.

THANKSGIVING

m O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C And his mercy endures forever. 

m We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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The Nunc Dimittis (“Now 
dismiss”) is also known as  
the “Song of Simeon.” 
Through God’s Word, and 
Sacrament, we have seen 
Jesus Christ, and like 
Simeon we find divine 
peace and comfort 
through faith in the 
Savior (Luke 2:29-32).

Psalm 107:1



BLESSING

m The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 

C Amen.

Be seated.

THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR

The altar, which symbolizes Christ, is stripped in an unhurried and dignified manner in token of 
Jesus’ abandonment by his disciples in Gethsemane. The services of the Three Days flow one 
into the other. The stripping of the altar is the bridge into Good Friday. When we gather again 
for worship we will consider our Lord’s suffering and death.

During the stripping of the altar the congregation sings “What Wondrous Love.”

HYMN
What Wondrous Love Is This 120 RED HYMNAL

No words are spoken following the stripping of the altar. The minister exit in silence. Ushers will 
not dismiss the congregation. The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation before 
dispersing quietly in their own time. Music and loud talking is inappropriate.
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Please leave your service folder in the receptacle at the back of the church. They will be reused for the next 
service, Good Friday, tomorrow at 7:00pm.
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Lord Jesus, you have been betrayed into the hands of men,
I ask for your strength that I be willing to return tomorrow

to remain with you as you endure the price for my salvation.

Amen.

Worship for Good Friday is tomorrow at 7:00 pm.



o
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The Final Battle
The Perfect Sacrifice
Good Friday – “Tenebrae”
April 18, 2014 at 7:00pm

The Service of Darkness (Tenebrae)developed from the early 
morning monastic prayer services of Matins and Lauds but has 
come to be used as an evening service on Good Friday. The 
service centers on a series of lessons, psalms, and liturgical 
texts that reflect on the Lord’s crucifixion and our repentance. 
As the service progresses, the candles of a special sevenfold 
candelabrum are extinguished until only one remains. This 
candle is not extinguished but is removed from the chancel, 
leaving the church in darkness. The service is closed by a loud 
noise (known as the strepitus) that foreshadows the rending of 
Jesus’ tomb on Easter. After the strepitus, the last candle, still 
burning, is returned to the chancel. It thus anticipates the light 
of the paschal candle. As with the Service of the Cross, this 
service ends without a benediction. The congregation leaves 
quietly to reassemble for the Easter Vigil.





The minister enters in silence. The acolyte lights the tenebrae candles.

GOSPEL
John 19:17-30

Please stand. The minister announces the Gospel for Good Friday.

Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 
There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. Pilate 
had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: jesus of nazareth, the king of the jews. 
Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the 
sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do 
not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” Pilate answered, 
“What I have written, I have written.” When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, 
dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This 
garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one 
another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that 
said, “They divided my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.” So this is what the 
soldiers did. Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 
and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing 
nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From 
that time on, this disciple took her into his home. Later, knowing that everything had now been 
finished, and so that Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” A jar of wine vinegar was 
there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to 
Jesus’ lips. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit.

Be seated.
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The crucifixion of 
Jesus.



PSALM
Psalm 2

All sing:
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The first candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation.

PRAYER

m Lord God, you anointed your Son to be king for the sake of your Church. Help us, as 
members of his kingdom, to serve him faithfully and to come to the full knowledge of his 
grace and glory, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen. 
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One of the most 
important Messianic 
Psalms, this psalm speaks 
of the folly of human 
power. God’s anointed 
Son, the Christ, is the true 
King, which leads us to 
put our refuge in him.

Use the singing of this 
psalm to remind yourself 
of the suffering Lord’s 
final authority.

This metrical version of 
the psalm is set to a 
familiar hymn tune.



PSALM
Psalm 22

A fragment of the tune “Wondrous Love” is played.

The minster speaks the words of the psalm:

 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 Why are you so far from saving me, so far from my cries of anguish?

 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,
 by night, but I find no rest.

 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One;
 you are the one Israel praises. I

 In you our ancestors put their trust;
 they trusted and you delivered them.

 To you they cried out and were saved;
 in you they trusted and were not put to shame.

All sing:

♫ What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul?
What wondrous love is this, O my soul?

 But I am a worm and not a man,
 scorned by everyone, despised by the people.

 All who see me mock me;
 they hurl insults, shaking their heads.

 “He trusts in the Lord,” they say,“let the Lord rescue him.
 Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.”

All sing:

♫ When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down...

 I am poured out like water,
 and all my bones are out of joint.

 My mouth is dried up like a potsherd,
 and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death.

 Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me;
 they pierce my hands and my feet.

 All my bones are on display;
 people stare and gloat over me.

 They divide my clothes among them
 and cast lots for my garment.
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Psalm 22 points to Christ. 
The foretelling of the 

suffering of our Savior in 
this psalm is clear to all 

who have read the 
account of our Lord’s 
suffering and death.

As you listen to the words 
of the psalm ponder the 

great lengths to which 
Jesus went to rescue you 
from sin, death, and the 

devil’s power.

A fragment of a familiar 
hymn tune recurs 

throughout this setting 
of the psalm.



All sing:

♫  To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing.
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing.

  But you, Lord, do not be far from me.
 You are my strength; come quickly to help me.

 Deliver me from the sword,
 my precious life from the power of the dogs.

 Rescue me from the mouth of the lions;
 save me from the horns of the wild oxen.

 I will declare your name to my people;
 in the assembly I will praise you. 

 For he has not despised or scorned the suffering of the afflicted one;
 he has not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help. 

 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly;
 before those who fear you I will fulfill my vows.

 Posterity will serve him;
 future generations will be told about the Lord.

 They will proclaim his righteousness,
 declaring to a people yet unborn: He has done it!

All sing:

♫ And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on!
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on!

The second candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation.

PRAYER

m Father, when your Son hung on the cross, he cried out to you in agony and grief. You gave 
him the strength to endure so that death might be destroyed and life restored. Have mercy 
on us all our days and preserve us in true faith unto life everlasting; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
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PSALM
Psalm 27

The cantor sings the refrain once to introduce the melody. The congregation repeats the refrain 
and sings it again when indicated.

 

The Lord is my light and my sal va- tion,- of

 

whom shall I be a fraid,- of whom shal I be a fraid?-
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The cantor chants the verses:

 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?
 The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

 When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,
 they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.

 Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.
 Though war rise up against, my trust will not be shaken.

  Refrain

 One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek;
 that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life;
 to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple.

 For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
 hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.

 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
 Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing;
 I will sing and make music to the Lord.

  Refrain

 Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call;
 have mercy on me and answer me.

 My heart speaks your message—”Seek my face.”
 Your face, O Lord, I will seek.

 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
 Cast me not away—you have been my helper;
 forsake me nogt, O God of my salvation.

  Refrain
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Psalm 27 is a confident 
profession of faith in the 

face of adversity. The Lord 
is light and he is also our 

sure salvation.

As you listen to the words 
and sing the refrain 

meditate on the comfort 
of trusting in a God who 

cannot be shaken.



 Though my father and mother forsake me,
 the Lord will take me in.

 Teach me your way, O Lord;
 lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.

 Subject me not to the will of my foes,
 for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.

 This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the Lord
 in the land of the living!

 Wait for the Lord and be strong
 Take heart and wait for the Lord!

  Refrain

The third candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation.

PRAYER

m Gracious Father, you have been the light and salvation of your people in every age. Bring 
us, we pray, through the troubles of this present life that we may see your goodness in 
eternity; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.
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SEEK THE LORD
Quaerite Dominum

The cantor sings the refrain once to introduce the melody. The congregation repeats the refrain 
and sings it again when indicated.

 

Our dark ness- is nev er- dark ness- in your sight: the

 

deep est- night is clear as the day light.
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The minister speaks the words:

 Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near.
Let the wicked forsake their ways and the evil ones their thoughts.
Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
Refrain

 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord.
As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Refrain

 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
Refrain

 It will not return to me empty;
but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
Refrain

The fourth candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation.

PRAYER

m Lord God, you have revealed your glory in the person of your Son, Jesus Christ. Give to us 
the faith to seek him while he may be found. Draw us ever closer to your Word that we may 
yield our good works as fruits of service to you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
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The song, “Seek the Lord,” 
is also called the “Second 

Song of Isaiah.” The 
prophet Isaiah penned 

several “Servant Songs,” 
each of which tell of the 

“suffering servant,” a 
prophecy of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.

Treat the song as the 
Lord’s call to you to “seek 

him while he may be 
found.” He is near, call 

upon him!

The refrain, a singable 
melody from Taizé, 

reminds us that no matter 
how dark the night, our 

Lord is the light.



Please stand.

HYMN
Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle 122 RED HYMNAL

The fifth candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation.

PRAYER

m Gracious Father, you sent your Son into our dark world to do battle against our greatest 
enemies: the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh. Give to us the comfort and peace that his 
victory assures us, that we be free from fear and filled with hope in your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Be seated.

LESSON
Lamentations 1:1–5

Open the red hymnal to hymn 268, “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy.”

m A reading from the Lamentations of Jeremiah the prophet:

 How deserted lies the city, once so full of people! How like a widow is she, who once was 
great among the nations! She who was queen among the provinces has now become a 
slave. Bitterly she weeps at night, tears are on her cheeks. Among all her lovers there is no 
one to comfort her. All her friends have betrayed her; they have become her enemies. After 
affliction and harsh labor, Judah has gone into exile. She dwells among the nations; she 
finds no resting place. All who pursue her have overtaken her in the midst of her distress. 
The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to her appointed festivals. All her gateways are 
desolate, her priests groan, her young women grieve, and she is in bitter anguish. Her foes 
have become her masters; her enemies are at ease. The Lord has brought her grief 
because of her many sins. Her children have gone into exile, captive before the foe.

m Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God!

The congregation sings stanza 1 of hymn 268, “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy.”
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The Lenten hymn, “Sing, 
My Tongue, the Glorious 
Battle” has been our 
refrain all through the 
time of Lent. We sing it 
again tonight to 
commemorate the 
ending of this great battle 
for our souls—the victory 
belongs to our Lord!

The lessons from 
Lamentations are an 
ancient element of the 
service. In them, God calls  
his people to repentance 
for sin and unbelief.

Christians should hear 
these words as a strong 
call to repentance 
addressed to them.

Each call to repentance is 
met with the singing of a 
familiar hymn, “Lamb of 
God, Pure and Holy.” 



LESSON
Lamentations 1:6–9

m A reading from the Lamentations of Jeremiah the prophet:

 All the splendor has departed from Daughter Zion. Her princes are like deer that find no 
pasture; in weakness they have fled before the pursuer. In the days of her affliction and 
wandering Jerusalem remembers all the treasures that were hers in days of old. When her 
people fell into enemy hands, there was no one to help her. Her enemies looked at her and 
laughed at her destruction. Jerusalem has sinned greatly and so has become unclean. All 
who honored her despise her, for they have all seen her naked; she herself groans and 
turns away. Her filthiness clung to her skirts; she did not consider her future. Her fall was 
astounding; there was none to comfort her. “Look, Lord, on my affliction, for the enemy has 
triumphed.”

m Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God!

The congregation sings stanza 2 of hymn 268, “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy.”

LESSON
Lamentations 1:10–14

m A reading from the Lamentations of Jeremiah the prophet:

 The enemy laid hands on all her treasures; she saw pagan nations enter her sanctuary— 
those you had forbidden to enter your assembly. All her people groan as they search for 
bread; they barter their treasures for food to keep themselves alive. “Look, Lord, and 
consider, for I am despised.” “Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? Look around and 
see. Is any suffering like my suffering that was inflicted on me, that the Lord brought on me 
in the day of his fierce anger? “From on high he sent fire, sent it down into my bones. He 
spread a net for my feet and turned me back. He made me desolate, faint all the day long. 
“My sins have been bound into a yoke; by his hands they were woven together. They have 
been hung on my neck, and the Lord has sapped my strength. He has given me into the 
hands of those I cannot withstand.

m Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God!

The congregation sings stanza 3 of hymn 268, “Lamb of God, Pure and Holy.”

Silence for meditation.

PRAYER

m Lord God, we your people groan under the weight of our sin; like a yoke they weigh us 
down and sap our strength. Deliver us, we pay, from the guilt of our sin by the most holy 
and precious blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
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SONG OF MARY
Magnificat

The cantor sings the Song of Mary.

 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;
 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed.
The Almighty has done great things for me,
 and holy is his name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
 in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm;
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones
 and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
 and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
 the promise made to our fathers, to Abraham
 and to his children forever.

The sixth candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation.

THE SENTENCE
Philippians 2:8–9

m Christ became obedient for us unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has 
exalted him to the highest place and given him the name that is above every name.

LORD’S PRAYER

C Our Father who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
 and the power and the glory
 forever and ever. Amen.
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The Song of Mary, 
recorded in Luke 1:46–
55, is a confident prayer 
of trust and thanksgiving. 

The song is sung on Good 
Friday to remind us of 
Mary’s faithfulness at the 
foot of the cross.

The words of the song are 
chanted by a cantor to 
allow the congregation to 
meditate carefully on the 
meaning of this Scripture.



PSALM
Psalm 51

The cantor sings the refrain once to introduce the melody. The congregation repeats the refrain 
and sings it again when indicated.

 

With in- ourdark est- night, you kin dle- the fire that nev er- dies a -

 

way, nev er- dies a way.- With in- our dark est- night, you kin dle- the

 

fire that nev er- dies a way,- nev er- dies a way.-
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The minister and congregation speak the psalm responsively.

m Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
 according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

C Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
 and cleanse me from my sin.

m For I know my transgressions,
 and my sin is ever before me.

C Against you, you alone, have I sinned,
and done what is evil in your sight,
 so that you are justified in your sentence
 and blameless when you pass judgment.

         (Refrain)

m Indeed, I was born guilty,
 a sinner when my mother conceived me.

C You desire truth in the inward being;
 therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.

m Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

C Let me hear joy and gladness;
 let the bones that you have crushed rejoice.

         (Refrain)

m Hide your face from my sins,
 and blot out all my iniquities.
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Psalm 51, one of the 
seven “penitential 

psalms,” is a poignant cry 
for divine forgiveness, 

appealing to God’s 
goodness, mercy, and 

compassion.

Christians frequently 
speak this Scripture as 

their own cry for 
forgiveness. Tonight we 
will speak the words of 

the psalm responsively as 
a congregation to make 

the prayer of Psalm 51 
our own.

The refrain, a singable 
melody from Taizé, even 
in this darkest night the 

Lord kindles a fire that 
never dies away.



C Create in me a clean heart, O God,
 and put a new and right spirit within me.

m Do not cast me away from your presence,
 and do not take your holy spirit from me.

C Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
 and sustain in me a willing spirit.
Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
 and sinners will return to you.

         (Refrain)

m Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation,
 and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance.

C O Lord, open my lips,
 and my mouth will declare your praise.

m For you have no delight in sacrifice;
 if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.

C The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

         (Refrain)

The sixth candle is extinguished. Silence for meditation.

The seventh candle is carried from the sanctuary.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

m Let us pray.

 God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was 
willing to be betrayed, to be given over into the hands of the wicked, and to suffer death 
upon the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Silence for meditation.

A loud noise representing the rending of Christ’s tomb is heard, and the seventh candle is 
returned to burn in the chancel.

CLOSING CANTICLE
Lord, Let At Last Thine Angels Come

The congregation sings:

 Lord, let at last thine angels come;
To Abram’s bosom bear me home that I may die unfearing,
And in its narrow chamber keep
My body safe in peaceful sleep until your reappearing.
And then from death awaken me that these mine eyes with joy may see,
O Son of God, thy glorious face, my Savior and my fount of grace.
Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend,
And I will praise you without end.

The minister exits.

Ushers will not dismiss the congregation. The congregation may remain for prayer and 
meditation before dispersing quietly in their own time. Music and loud talking is inappropriate.
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Please leave your service folder in the receptacle at the back of the church. They will be reused for the next 
service, The Great Vigil of Easter, tomorrow at 7:30pm.
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Lord Jesus, you have given your life for my salvation,
I ask for your strength that I be willing to return tomorrow

to celebrate the completion of your saving work.

Amen.

The Great Vigil of Easter is tomorrow at 7:30 pm.
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The Final Battle
The Decisive Victory
Holy Saturday – The Great Vigil of Easter
April 19, 2014 at 7:30pm

The climax of the Triduum comes in the Vigil of Easter, a service 
of watching and waiting, using prayer, Scripture, and hymns. 
The Vigil is composed of four parts: (I) Service of Light, with its 
focus on the paschal candle, the representation of the 
unconquered life of Christ; (II) Service of Lessons, with its use of 
Old Testament texts that foreshadowed our deliverance and 
rescue by Jesus; (III) Service of Baptism, with its emphasis on 
our baptismal connection to Christ; and (IV) Service of Holy 
Communion, with its proclamation of the risen Savior and our 
blessed reconciliation to God.

The Vigil begins in darkness with the lighting of the paschal 
candle and the procession into the dark church. Light grows 
progressively through the Vigil until the church is fully 
illuminated at the joyous shout of “Christ is risen!” The Service 
of Holy Communion is celebrated at the altar, which is now fully 
vested and decorated for Easter, bringing to a close the 
Triduum’s cycle of services.





Service of Light
The congregation gathers in the evening light. All are given candles to be lit later from the 
paschal candle. A fire is kindled from the final candle of Good Friday.

m In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

m On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus Christ passed over from death to life, we 
are gathered here in vigil and prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by hearing 
his Word and celebrating his sacraments, we share in his victory over death.

The minister prays:

m O God, you are like a refiner’s fire, and your Spirit kindles the hearts of your faithful people 
with the fire of your love. Bless, we ask you, this new flame and those who keep this joyful 
Easter festival. Burning with desire for life with you, may we be found rightly prepared to 
share in the Feast of Light which has no end, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

The candlebearer, holding the paschal candle, steps forward. The minister traces the cross and 
the Greek letters alpha and omega upon it, saying:

m Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the beginning and the end, the Alpha 
and the Omega.

The minister traces the year upon the candle, saying:

m His are time and eternity; his are the glory and dominion now and forever.

The minister puts the wax nails, representing the wounds of Christ into the candle, saying:

m By his wounds we are healed now and forever. Amen.

Then, lighting the candle from the newly kindled fire, the minister says:

m May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, scatter all darkness of our hearts 
and minds.

The minister prays:

m Almighty and most merciful Father, once we were darkness, but now we are light in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Bless abundantly all who joyfully celebrate this night in faith in the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Fill them with your heavenly blessing in him, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C Amen.

All light their candles from the paschal candle. Then, the paschal candle held aloft by the 
candlebearer, all follow in procession into the dark church.

At the doors of the church, the candlebearer pauses and sings:
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Halfway to the altar, the candlebearer pauses and sings a second time:

When the candlebearer arrives before the altar, he faces the congregation, lifts the candle high, 
and sings a third time:
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REJOICE!
Exsultet

The congregation may join to sing the refrain after each verse.

The cantor sings:

 Now to the throne of God in exultation, High heaven’s hosts, your proud hosannas sing! 
Sound in the height the trumpet of salvation, Waking the day to greet its Lord and King!

 Now let the earth be filled with songs of gladness! Christ is our Dawn, and banished is our 
night! Now let all tongues acclaim the King of ages, Rising as Lord of everlasting life!

 Refrain

 Sing in your joy, O holy Church of Jesus: Darkest of nights becomes your day of days!
Now, in the dawn of never ending glory, Bring to your Lord the homage of your praise!

 Refrain

 Bless with your love this feast of light, O Father! Shine on the world, O world’s true light, 
God’s Son! Touch with your fire, O God the Holy Spirit, Tongues to proclaim the triumph 
Christ has won!

 Refrain
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PRAYER

m  The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.

m  Lift up your hearts.
C  We lift them up to the Lord.

m  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

m  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places, with all our hearts and 
minds and voices, praise you, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, and your 
one and only Son, Jesus Christ. For he is the true Paschal Lamb, who offered himself for the 
sin of the world, who has cleansed us by the shedding of his precious blood.

C This is the night when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in 
Egypt and led them through the Red Sea on dry ground.

m This is the night when all who believe in Christ are delivered from bondage to sin and are 
restored to life and immortality.

C This is the night when Christ, the Life, arose from the dead. The seal of the grave is broken 
and the morning of the new creation breaks forth out of night.

m Oh, how wonderful and beyond all telling is your mercy toward us, O God, that to redeem 
a slave you gave your Son.

C How holy is this night when all wickedness is put to flight and sin is washed away.

m How holy is this night when innocence is restored to the fallen and joy is given to 
those downcast.

C How blessed is this night when man is reconciled to God in Christ.

m Holy Father, accept now the evening sacrifices of our thanksgiving and praise. Let Christ, 
the true Light and Morning Star, shine in our hearts, he who gives light to all creation, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

The congregation extinguishes their candles with a breath and is seated.
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Service of Lessons
m On this most holy night, our Savior Christ the Lord broke the power of death and by his 

resurrection brought life and salvation to all creation. Let us praise the Lord, for he truly 
keeps his word. The sun of righteousness has dawned on those sitting in darkness and in 
the shadow of death.

CREATION
Genesis 1:1-2:3

At the conclusion of each day, the congregation will sing one of the following stanzas:
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After the conclusion of the seventh day, the congregation will sing the following stanza:

 

 

Ho ly- Fa ther,- ho ly- Son, Ho ly- Spir it-

 

three we name you; Though in es - sence on ly- one,

 

Un di- vid- ed- God we claim you, Then, a dor- ing,-

 

bend the knee And con fess- the mys ter- y.-
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PRAYER

Following the lesson, the minister prays.
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ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA
Exodus 14:10-15:1

PRAYER

Following the lesson, the minister prays.

PSALM 46
God, the Lord of Hosts, Is With Us

The congregation sings in unison.
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A NEW HEART AND A NEW SPIRIT
Ezekiel 36:24-28

PRAYER

Following the lesson, the minister prays.

HYMN
Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 182 RED HYMNAL

THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Zephaniah 3:12-20

PRAYER

Following the lesson, the minister prays.

DOXOLOGY

The congregation sings:

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above you heavenly hosts;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
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Service of Holy Baptism
The paschal candle is brought to the font.

m  On this holiest of days, the whole Church of our Lord Jesus Christ recalls his death and 
burial, rejoicing in the gospel of his glorious resurrection from the dead. Holy Baptism is 
the precious means of grace by which our Father in heaven connects us with Christ in his 
life, death, and resurrection. The apostle Paul says: “Don’t you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with 
him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with him 
in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that 
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we 
should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. For we know that 
since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery 
over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM

m In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ our Lord. We 
solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift of faith in 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies 
and empty promises?

C Yes, and I ask God to help me.

m Do you believe in God, the Father almighty?

C Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 

m Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son?

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried.
   He descended into hell.
   The third day he rose again from the dead. 
   He ascended into heaven 
     and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
     From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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m Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. Amen.

m Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and sacrament, 
and in faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you live?

C Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

m Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of 
water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his grace to 
life everlasting.

C Amen.

The paschal candle is returned to its stand.

Service of the Sacrament

MUSICAL INTERLUDE

During the interlude, the altar is prepared for Easter.

EASTER GREETING

Please stand.

m Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

All sing:

 

Al le- lu- ia!- Al le- lu- ia!- Al le- lu- ia!-

34& œ œ œ œ ™ œj œ œ œ œ# œ ™ œn j œ œ œ œ ˙ ™
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GOSPEL
John 20:1-18

The minister reads the Gospel from the midst of the people.

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we 
don’t know where they have put him!” So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both 
were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent over and 
looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind 
him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, as well as the cloth that 
had been wrapped around Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the 
linen. Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and 
believed. (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) Then 
the disciples went back to where they were staying. Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As 
she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ 
body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. They asked her, “Woman, why are you 
crying?” “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” At 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. He 
asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was the 
gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get 
him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 
means “Teacher”). Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go 
instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God.’ ” Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she 
told them that he had said these things to her.

After the reading of the Gospel, all sing:

 

Al le- lu- ia!- Al le- lu- ia!- Al le- lu- ia!-

34& œ œ œ œ ™ œj œ œ œ œ# œ ™ œn j œ œ œ œ ˙ ™
PRAYER OF THE DAY

m O God, who made this most holy night shine with the glory of the resurrection of our Lord, 
preserve in all your people the Spirit of adoption which you have given, that they may 
serve you in faith and joy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
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PREFACE

m The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

m Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 

m Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C It is good and right so to do. 

m It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we 
praise you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, who  
by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting 
life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 
and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Sanctus
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

m Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this 
is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

m The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
Agnus Dei

m O Christ,
C Lamb of God,

m You take away the sin of the world,
C Have mercy on us. Amen.

Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION

Please follow the directions of the ushers as you commune.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN
Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 142 RED HYMNAL

The congregation sings the hymn in unison as the Lord’s Supper is distributed.
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THANKSGIVING

Please stand.

m O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C And his mercy endures forever.

m We thank you, Lord, that you have nourished us with your Easter sacraments. Fill us with 
your Spirit, the Spirit of your love, that those whom you have satisfied with one heavenly 
bread may be united in one holy will, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

DOXOLOGY

m Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
In Peace and Joy I Now Depart
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This song is Martin 
Luther’s “Nunc Dimittis” 
and is a free rendition by 
him of the Song of 
Simeon from Luke 2:29–
32. The text focuses on 
the comfort that Christ’s 
resurrection offers to the 
mortal.

The tune, “Chula Vista,” is 
a new composition by Ian 
M. Welch of Risen Savior 
Lutheran Church (WELS) 
in Chula Vista, CA.




